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Intervet to support European Zoos 
 
Boxmeer, 21 November 2005 - In October the European Commission 
published a decision permitting the vaccination of zoo birds against bird 
flu, under certain conditions. The Dutch Government received EU 
approval on 14 November 2005 for a vaccination program in Dutch zoos. 
Intervet has pledged support to the European zoos by offering to supply 
bird flu vaccine free of charge. 
 
Considering the important role zoos have to play in conservation and education 
the decision of the European Commission to allow vaccination is welcomed; 
paving the way for zoos to start actively protecting their often valuable and rare 
bird collections against avian influenza. In the recent past Intervet has been 
approached by a number of zoos requesting further information on the merits of 
vaccination. By providing a suitable vaccine (Nobilis Influenza H5N2) free of 
charge Intervet is in a position to support all registered European zoos, with EU 
approval to vaccinate against bird flu. Intervet’s H7 vaccine was previously 
used in a vaccination program for Dutch zoos in 2003.  
 
Intervet’s vaccine against the present bird flu virus has been used extensively 
and very successfully for a number of years in Hong Kong as part of an official 
government avian influenza control program. The Hong Kong experience and 
additional information gathered from transmission studies show that vaccination 
can block virus circulation. However vaccination will only contribute to bird flu 
eradication if supported by an overall control program. Intervet’s bird flu vaccine 
is being used in a number of countries affected by the current H5 outbreak. 
Intervet routinely produces avian influenza vaccines, which protect against the 
H5, H7 and H9 bird flu strains (Intervet vaccine strains: H5N2, H5N6, H7N1, 
H7N7 and H9N2).  
 
 
 
Note for the editor 
Intervet, a business unit of Akzo Nobel, based in Boxmeer, the Netherlands, with sales of EUR 1,024 million 
in 2004, is dedicated to research and development, production and marketing of innovative animal health 
products and feed additives. Intervet's product range for use in livestock, companion animals, poultry and fish 
includes vaccines, antiparasitics, anti-infectives, endocrine products and other pharmaceutical specialties and 
feed additives. Intervet operates globally with its own marketing organizations. The company currently 
employs around 5,000 people. 
 
Internet: www.intervet.com; www.avian-influenza.com
 
Akzo Nobel, based in the Netherlands, serves customers throughout the world with healthcare products, 
coatings and chemicals. Consolidated revenues for 2004 totaled EUR 12.7 billion. The Company currently 
employs some 62,000 people in more than 80 countries. The financial results for 2005 will be published on 
February 7, 2006. 
 
Internet: www.akzonobel.com
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